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Box No. I 


□ 


Box No. n 


□ 


Box No. Ill 


□ 


Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 


□ 


Box No. VTI 


121 


Box No. Vm 



2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will be considered to be a written opinion of the 
International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA") except that this does not apply where the applicant chooses an Authority other 
than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen IPEA has notified the International Bureau under Rule 66.1£>u(b) that written opinions of 
this International Searching Authority will not be so considered. 
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WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING AUTHORITY 



International application No. 

PCT/FR2004/050105 



Box No. I 



Bads of this opinion 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 

Rule 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 

2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino add sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

[ | a sequence listing 

| | tablets) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 

| | in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

j | contained in the international application as filed. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3. ( 1 In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or table(s) relating thereto has been filed or 
furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 

filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



4. Additional comments: 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 43dIsl 1(a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Claims 
Claims 



1-21 



YES 
NO 



Inventive step (IS) Claims ~ YES 

Claims 1 — 21 NO 

Industrial applicability (1 A) Claims 1 — 21 YES 

Claims NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 



1. Reference is made to the following documents: 

Dl: EP-A 0 628 778 (AIR LIQUIDE) 14 December 1994 
D2: US-A-6 128 921 (GUILLARD ALAIN ET AL) 

10 October 2000 
D3: US 2003/033832 Al (MASSIMO GIOVANNI ET AL) 

20 February 2003 
D4: US-B1-6 345 517 (JAHNKE FREDERICK C) 

12 February 2002 



2. The subject matter of claim 1 is novel but does 

not involve an inventive step (PCT Article 33 (3) ) , 
for the following reasons: 

Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior 
art closest to the subject matter of claim 1, 
describes (the references between parentheses 
apply to figure 3 of this document) a similar 
method for the provision of gas under pressure, by 
vaporization of a cryogenic liquid from a 
cryogenic separation device, this method 
furthermore including the steps a) to f) as 
claimed. 
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Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls. 1(a)(1) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or Industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Therefore, the subject matter of claim 1 differs 
from this known method in that at least one other 
cryogenic separation device is connected in a 
network to the cryogenic separation device, 
sharing a single common store of liquid. 



The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel 
(PCT Article 33 (2) ) . 



The problem that the present invention is intended 
to solve can thus be considered to be that of 
providing large quantities of gas under pressure 
while reducing investment costs. 

A method for the provision of large quantities of 
gas under pressure comprising two cryogenic 
separation devices which send liquid to a common 
store has, however, already been used for the same 
purpose in a similar method, see D2, figure 4 (or 
D3) . It would therefore be obvious to the person 
skilled in the art to apply these features with 
corresponding effect to the method according to 
document Dl, thereby arriving at a method 
according to claim 1 . 

The solution, as proposed in claim 1 of the 
present application, is therefore not considered 
to be inventive (PCT Article 33(3)). 

3. In so far as claim 12 relating to a device for the 

provision of gas under pressure can be understood 
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Reasoned statement under Rule 43bis.l(a)(l) with regard to novelty, Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
dtations and explanations supporting such statement 



(cf. Box VIII), said claim only defines features 
of methods of claim 1 by device features . The 
arguments set forth above apply mutatis mutandis 
to the subject matter of claim 12 and the subject 
matter of claim 12 is therefore not inventive 
either (PCT Article 33(3)). 



4. Claims 2 to 11 and 13 to 21 contain features which 

are partially known from documents Dl and D4 
(claims 2 to 7 and 13 to 21) or which relate 
simply to measures for controlling a cryogenic 
separation device well known to the person skilled 
in the art (claims 8 to 11) . Therefore, the 
subject matters of these claims do not contain any 
additional features which, in combination with the 
subject matter of any one of the claims on which 
they depend, would involve an inventive step. 
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Box No. Vm Certain observations on the International application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the claims are fully supported by 
the description, are made: 



5. Claim 11 is not supported by the description, as 

required by PCT Article 6, as its scope is broader 
than that justified by the description and the 
drawings, for the following reasons: 
According to the description (page 6, line 10), 
the gas under pressure is provided by an 
installation comprising at least two cryogenic 
separation devices whereas said claim also 
includes the option of a single device. 
Therefore, for the assessment of novelty and of 
inventive step of this claim, it is understood 
that the installation comprises at least two 
cryogenic separation devices. 
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